TOUS ENSEMBLE | ON SE PROTEGE

FACE AU CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) ET ON PROTEGE LES AUTRES.

Gore Express
Special edition for public interest

March 18 2020 Edition

Word of the mayor

Dear friends,

| have been the mayor of our little community since 2004 and this is probably the most important message that | have
transmitted to you or will ever transmit to you. In recent months we have lost several residents, including community
leaders, such as Marcel Rose, Luc Matter and more recently Doug Thompson. The COVID 19 virus has the potential to
wreak havoc in our close knit community unless we all work together. We cannot risk losing more precious community
members unnecessarily.

Your municipality is here for you at all times and not just for the short term. Research is showing that we could be in
this fight for at least the next year. Our staff and council at the Town hall will do everything to keep you safe and
healthy but everyone needs to take part in this effort. | cannot express to you how important it is that we stay home
and avoid people as much as possible. We have a close knit community where residents truly appreciate each other
but at this time the best way to show our affection for your fellow residents is to stay away from them. We have
already put in an action plan in order to work with you since the nature of this threat evolves quickly over time. Please
take the time to read the entirety of this special edition of the Gore Express

To our young people, you have the power to help protect your fellow residents by heeding the advice of our provincial
and federal health experts. STAY HOME AND AVOID PARTYS AND LARGE GATHERINGS. Now | know that sounds boring
but it’'s much better than spending the next weeks and months going to the funerals of people we love. We will throw
a party for the entire community once we get through this difficult crisis.

If you need help in any way we will do our best to answer your call. Please, before risking your health call the
municipality at 450-562-2025 and, as always, my cell is always on at 514-941-2224.

Be safe and please think of the residents of our community who are the most vulnerable to COVID-19.



APPLIED SAFETY MEASURES - CORONAVIRUS

The municipal Council cares about your safety and that of its employees. We have therefore taken several measures
to deal with the Coronavirus pandemic. Firstly, we invite you to follow government guidelines to counter this
pandemic. Applying some simple actions can protect everyone:

e Wash your hands often with warm running water and soap for at least 20 seconds.

e Use an alcohol-based disinfectant if you do not have access to soap and water.

e Observe the rules of hygiene when you cough or sneeze: Cover your mouth and nose with your arm to reduce
the spread of germs. If you use a tissue, throw it out as soon as possible and wash your hands afterwards.

e |If you are sick, avoid contact with more vulnerable people, including the elderly and people with chronic
illnesses. For example, avoid visiting people in hospitals, people staying in long-term care centers or private
residences.

e Avoid direct contact such as handshakes, and use alternative practices.

e Ifyou are returning from a trip or have been in contact with contaminated people, observe voluntary isolation
procedures.

MUNICIPAL SERVICES

In order to contribute to the collective social distancing effort requested by the Quebec government, the municipal
office IS NOW CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC. We continue to offer all regular services to the population. No meetings will
be held person until further notice however, we remain available during normal office hours by phone at 450-562-
2025 and by email. Our inspectors are also available by email.

INFORMATION WILL BE AVAILABLE EVERY DAY ON THE WEB CONCERNING THE CONTINUITY OF MUNICIPAL
SERVICES.

OUR ELDERS AND PEOPLE AT RISK - AT THE HEART OF OUR CONCERNS

COVID-19 is particularly virulent for people over the age of 70 and those with pre-existing health issues. The Quebec
government is asking all seniors and vulnerable people to stay at home in order to protect themselves from COVID-19.
The following measures are important for the elderly:

e Do not go to any public place.

e Do not use public transport.

e Postpone any non-urgent medical appointment.
¢ Do not invite or welcome visitors into your home.

If you have elderly people around you, make sure they have everything they need and try to help them with their daily
lives while respecting the isolation measures.

If you need help, contact us at Town Hall: 450-562-2025. We will direct you to someone who can help you.

The IGA S. Albert in Lachute offers free delivery to all people 65 and over. You can contact them at (450)
562-6882.



REGISTER FOR TELMATIK — Emergency messaging
system

- MESSAGE
telmatik @QQEYPRESS

The municipality is now REGISTERED to MESSAGE EXPRESS, a Telmatik service.

Subscribe to Telmatik - Message Express! This system allows the municipality to send public interest
announcements directly to you in the event of an urgent or less urgent situation. The messages can be sent
to you by text, phone (voice message) or email.

You can subscribe to MESSAGE EXPRESS on the municipality's website, the link is available on the first page,
in the NEWS section.

You can also call us so that we can write down the following information: Your name, phone, cell phone,
email address and postal address.

URGENT — VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We have set up a home delivery service for elderly and vulnerable citizens. As you know, several people have
to remain isolated at home. We are looking for volunteers to pick up orders and medicines for people
confined to their homes.

To register as a volunteer, contact JODY ANKER at 450-562-2025 ext. 3543 or janker@cantondegore.qc.ca.

MUNICIPAL TAXES

IMPORTANT NOTICE: check cashing may be slightly delayed due to the current situation (COVID-19). There are delays
in the banks and the municipal office is operating with reduced staff.

As the municipal office is closed to the public, we invite you to pay your municipal taxes online at your financial
institution or by sending a check through the mail. Also, even if the municipal office is closed to the public, we are
there and we check the contents of the wooden box located near the main door of the town hall. You can deposit your
checks there. Unfortunately, we will not be able to accept cash payment at this time.


mailto:janker@cantondegore.qc.ca

No late fees for the 2020 TAX account will be added to your account for the next few weeks.

CANCELLED EVENTS

e The community center is closed until further notice. All activities that were to be held there are therefore
canceled until further notice.

e The municipal council meetings will be held in camera (authorization by ministerial decree). We will try to set
up a Facebook live session from the “Canton de Gore” Facebook page.

e The municipal park is also closed.

FOLLOW US ON THE WEB

FOR DAILY INFORMATION: www.cantondegore.gc.ca AND ON: facebook
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